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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Dear Parents and Families, 

This weekend, September, is the official start of Spring. The 
blossom is coming out, and with it the promise of new life in the 
occasional sunny days which promise more to come. At this time 
of year our Year 12ôs start moving into higher gear as we approach 
the business end of the academic year. Other year levels are well 
into assessment and the yearôs work is starting to consolidate. 
There are only three weeks left this term and still lots to happen. 
Planning for next year is well under way. We have already had our 
Information night for our Year 9ôs and 10ôs moving into VCE and 
subject preferences are being selected. The Year 12 Valedictory 
invitations have been sent to families. Our Central Australia trip 
leaves in two weeks. In the last two weeks of term we have 
Parent/Teacher/Student interviews ï Leongatha on Thursday 
13th September and Wonthaggi on Thursday 20th September ï 
Bookings will be made available in PAM shortly. 

Itôs been great to see all the fundraisers & food stalls continuing to 
be held by classes again this week to support the Walkathon. 
Everyoneôs support and encouragement has been wonderful. It is 
now time to complete the process. All Walkathon cards and 
monies should have been returned to the office by today. Any 
outstanding cards need to be returned to the office as soon as 
possible. We will present all funds raised to the recipients at a 
whole school assembly on Thursday 6 September. 

Our students continue to excel in their SSV sports with Senior, 
Intermediate and Junior Basketball and Table Tennis teams all 
competing over the past few weeks. Thank you to all our 
Coaches. Our students are being very successful at SSV and 
they are really enjoying it. This can only help their positive 
engagement with schooling. 
 
The VCE performance evening was held last night. It was a 
great celebration of the talents of our young people, ranging 
from dramatic monologues, emerging singer/songwriters to a 
cool jazz trio. The evening was well attended by families and 
former students who came to support their younger friendsô 
performances. Congratulations to all our performers and the 
staff who support them. We are blessed to have so much talent 
amongst us. 

I will be away on leave for the last two weeks of term Mr Sam 
Wright will be Acting Principal. 

Happy Fatherôs day to all the Dads for Sunday. Both boys and 
girls need the stability of a solid male role model. Ours is a 
privileged role, I hope all our Dads enjoy a special day with your 
families. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

David Leslie 
Principal 

We are now on 
Instagram!  

Mary MacKillop College - 

SG 

This Weeks Prayer 



FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - LEARNING AND TEACHING 

PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS  
 

We also use PAM for progressive and continuous reporting and for online booking of Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews. These are 

now open to book. Parents and Guardians will be able to access the interim reports on PAM for their student prior to the evening. The 
Interim Reports can be found under the Assessment Reports section for each student. You are able to print these at home and bring 
along to the evening. Parent/Teacher/Student Interview Nights are an important evening as it is an invaluable opportunity to speak to 

members of the teaching staff face-to-face for a period of 5 minutes to discuss all aspects of student learning. 

         http://pam.mmcrc.catholic.edu.au  
         

        Our interviews are run over the following dates this term:  

        Leongatha ï Thursday 13 September 2018 at Mary   

     Mac                      MacKillop College Pioneer Hall Appointment Times: 3:50pm ï  

       6:00pm and 7:00pm ï 8:55pm  

        Wonthaggi ï Thursday 20 September 2018 at St Josephôs  

       Primary School Hall Wonthaggi Appointment Times: 4:50pmï 

       7:00pm  

        Bookings for both these evenings are made via PAM (Parental  

        Access Module) as of Friday 7th September 2018. 

         http://pam.mmcrc.catholic.edu.au 

 

 
PAMéthe "Parent Access Module & Interim Reports:  
 
At Mary MacKillop College, students access their work and assessment tasks through our online portal called SIMON all year round. 
This wonderful resource informs them of their daily timetable, lists the daily notices and ensures that they have quick and ready access 
to key learning materials. PAMéthe "Parent Access Module" allows parents and guardians, access to much of this information as well.  

PAM access codes have been sent to all new families at the beginning of the year and all established families could use their existing 

code from last semester to access this site. 

If you have misplaced your PAM login or need help finding these reports please contact reception at the College. Parents will now be 

able to gain access to students work when marked, see upcoming work submission dates, view teacher feedback and obtain school 

reports.  

When considering school reports and teacher feedback:  
 
Your kids will appreciate the right focus at report time.  
Could try harderé always does her best... lacks concentrationéeasily distracted...a pleasure to teaché  
School reports can mean anxious times for children too. 'Will my parents be disappointed or proud?' is the main concern of most 
children. Kids of all ages take their cues from their parents, so your reaction to their school report can affect the way they see 
themselves as learners and as people.  
 
Focus your attention on these aspects to make sense of childrenôs reports:  
 

Expectations  
 
Expectations are tricky. If they are too high, then kids can be turned off learning. Too low and there is nothing to strive for. Pitch your 
expectations in line with a childôs abilities. A quick check of your childôs last report cards may give you a good yardstick.  
 

Different rates of learning  
 
Remember there are slow bloomers, late developers and steady-as-you-go kids in every classroom, so avoid comparing your child to 
siblings, your friendsô children and even yourself when you were young. Instead, look for individual progress. 

Safeguard confidence 

Self-confidence is a pre-requisite for learning, so be prepared to be as positive and encouraging as possible. 

Here are 5 of Michael Grosseôs ideas to think about before reading your childôs report: 

1) Look for strengths first. Focus on strengths even if they are not in the traditional 3Rôs or core subjects. 
 
2) Take into account your childôs effort and attitude to learning. If the report indicates that effort is below standard, then you have 
 something to work on. If your child is putting in the required effort, then you canôt ask any more than that. 
 
  

http://pam.mmcrc.catholic.edu.au
http://pam.mmcrc.catholic.edu.au


Sam Wright    

Deputy Principal  

Learning and Teaching 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - LEARNING AND TEACHING 

 

3) Broaden your focus away from academic performance to form a picture of your childôs progress as a member of a social 
 setting. How your child gets along with his or her peers will influence his happiness and well-being, as well as give an indicator 
 to his future. 

 

4) Take notice of studentôs self-assessment. Kids are generally very honest and will give a realistic assessment of their progress. 

 

5) Discuss the report with your child about strengths first before looking at areas that need improvement. Ask your child how 

 they performed and discuss their concerns. 

Be mindful that no matter how good, bad or indifferent your child's report may be, he or she can wipe the slate clean and make a fresh 

start next term.  

Pathways for the Future:  
 
Thank you to all the families who attended our Subject Selection evening last week. In excess of 300 people attended to gain valuable 

information for all the various pathways on offer as students move into their senior schooling. The Pioneer Hall was decked out like a 

Trade Show, thanks to the great work of the curriculum staff, which provided a valuable opportunity for students and parents to ask 

specific questions of staff.   

Our Careers Co-ordinator and Director of Learning Mrs Meg Steenholdt was also on call to help the Senior Students with course 

requirements. The College appreciates that this can be a very nervous time for parents so please do not hesitate to contact the College 

with any questions, or alternatively email any number of the leadership team if you have any questions about the process of pathways, 

subject selection of pathways. 

 



IGA COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 

YEAR 11 LEGAL STUDIES 

The Victorian Drug Court is a division of the Magistratesô Court of Victoria that provides for the sentencing and supervision of the 

treatment of offenders with a drug and/or alcohol dependency who have committed an offence under the influence of drugs or alcohol 

or to support a drug or alcohol habit. 

Unlike traditional courts, the Magistrate conducts a conference with a support team to discuss each offender appearing before the 

Drug Court that day. The students were given the opportunity to review the cases that were being discussed and listen to the 

Magistrate and support team  make decisions regarding their Drug Treatment Orders. The Drug Court opened after all cases had 

been decided and the students were present to see the enforcement of these orders. 

This was a powerful experience in restorative practice and rehabilitation. We had the opportunity to celebrate the small successes of 

the participants - three weeks of clean drug screens and the reward of museum passes, to the threat of prison days being enforced 

due to avoiding drug detection. At all times the participants were treated respectfully and they responded to the empathy shown to 

them. 

A powerful day for all who participated and an insight into what a ójust societyô truly looks like. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Michaels Supa IGA we were lucky enough to be presented with a cheque as part of their Community Rewards Program! 
Our school captains Meg Minogue and Bailey Patterson accepted the cheque on behalf of the College at a presentation held on 
Tuesday 21st August 2018. These funds will be put towards  some new outdoor seating for the College. 

Michaels Supa IGA Supermarkets are very generous when giving back to the community. We encourage you to support this local 

business, shop at either the Korumburra or Leongatha Stores, scan your IGA tag (or barcode) and donate your points to Mary  

MacKillop College. It is ** DOUBLE POINTS**  for schools until the end of September. 
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