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SENIOR SCHOOL AT MARY MACKILLOP
You are about to undertake your final years at Mary MacKillop College and as
senior students you will play a very important role in the life of the College.
Year 10 can be viewed as the conclusion of compulsory education. You must
therefore have a reason for wanting to undertake the VCE or VCAL and you will
need to keep this uppermost in your mind throughout the whole two-year
program. Most VCE and VCAL students regard the transition from Year 10 to
Year 11 as a significant one – in fact, the most significant one of their education
so far. Students need to be aware of the increased workload involved in the VCE
or VCAL and of the greater complexity in the content of all VCE subjects, and take
appropriate action. It is important to realise that the amount of effort and
commitment that was adequate in Year 10 may not be sufficient at this senior
level.
One of the prerequisites for success at the VCE and VCAL is a consistent and
organised approach to study and classes on the part of the student. This cannot
be achieved in a haphazard fashion.
VCE and VCAL is a demanding program: students must be prepared to devote
the required hours to the task and must be in a proper physical state to cope
with the many and varied pressures. Attendance at school for the complete
school day is of paramount importance – hence absence due to appointments
(e.g. dental visits, driving tests), extended holidays or weekends can only reduce
the effectiveness of the overall education program. Such absences from school
must be avoided wherever possible.
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THE VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION
VCE Graduation Requirements
The Victorian Curriculum Assessment
Authority (VCAA) administers the
Victorian Certificate of Education. To
graduate with the VCE, a student must
satisfactorily complete 16 units of
study which include:

tasks designated for the unit. The
College has developed a number of
policies to enable these judgments to
be made as consistently and fairly as
possible. A summary of these policies
follows. Students and parents should
become very familiar with them.

•

External Courses
Occasionally, a student wishes to
study a VCE subject not currently
offered at the College. In these cases,
the student may elect to study them
via distance education through Virtual
Schools Victoria or the Victorian
School of Languages.

•

The
minimum
English
requirement will be three units
from the English group, including
a Unit 3–4 sequence.
Three sequences of Units 3/4
studies other than English,
including VCE VET Unit 3 and 4
sequences.

It is Mary MacKillop College’s policy
that all Year 11 and 12 students take
5 studies in each of their final years of
schooling. Should a student wish to be
exempted from this requirement then
they should write to the Deputy
Principal Learning and Teaching to
ask permission to take a reduced
number of studies. Each case will be
investigated on its merit.

If a student elects to study a course
that is not offered by the College
parents will need to pay the course
cost. Enrolment for external courses
will not be completed until payment is
made in full to the College. For further
information, please see the VCE
Administrative Coordinator at the
College.

Satisfactory Completion of VCE
Studies
For satisfactory completion of a unit, a
student
must
demonstrate
achievement of each of the outcomes
for that unit as specified in the Study
Design. This decision will be based on
the teacher’s judgment of the
student’s performance on assessment
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SUBJECT SELECTION
Students have a wide variety of
subjects to select from, they should
take time to read through the subject
descriptors and select subjects that
interest them, not what subjects they
think will allow them to be ‘scaled up’
on their ATAR, should they wish to
move on to University.
When
completing
selections,
students should put their most
important subject at the top of their
preferences and further rank each
subject in order. The combinations
of subjects that run at the College
are determined by student choice.
Students must select five subjects to
study in Year 11 plus Religious
Education. Students will keep all five
of these subjects into Year 12.

And then four remaining
subjects

VCE

The College works hard to ensure it
can run as many different
combinations of subjects as
possible;
sometimes
subjects
cannot run due to low numbers,
when this occurs we will counsel the
student from these subjects into
another subject.
Please read through this booklet
prior to online subject selection
process. Highlight any subjects that
interest you, write down questions to
ask for more information from your
subject teachers. You may also wish
to email Deputy Principal – Learning
& Teaching or Careers staff at the
College to discuss any questions
further.

Students must select a minimum of
one subject from the following
groups:
1.
Religion
2.
English
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ACCELERATION PROGRAM
YEAR 9 2021 STUDENTS
Acceleration into VCE Units 1 and 2 in Year 10

At Mary MacKillop College we are
committed to assisting students
manage their pathway towards
achieving personal best. The
College provides selected Year 10
students
the
opportunity
to
accelerate into a VCE subject within
their Year 10 program and Year 11
students to accelerate into Unit 3
and 4 subjects.
The
benefits of
a student
accelerating include:
● Gaining an early understanding
of the level of rigor needed to
successfully undertake VCE and
Year 12 subjects
● Setting up a pathway to
completing six Units 3/4 subjects
as part of a VCE, which can
assist in the calculation of a
student’s ATAR score at the end
of Year 12
● Providing access to an additional
subject, which interests a
student and may not be taken
into a Year 12 program.
In order for students to achieve their
personal best in an Acceleration
Program, students need to have
displayed a high level of aptitude in
a subject and have supported this
aptitude with a diligent and
consistent approach to their studies
across all subjects. This will be

evident in their time management,
class work and preparation for
assessment tasks.
Students considered eligible for
acceleration because of a high
standard in their overall Year 9
program, will receive a letter of
recommendation and invitation for
acceleration
prior
to
subject
selection time.
Final acceleration decisions will be
made by the professional discretion
of the Deputy Principal - Learning &
Teaching in consultation with a
Learning Team including the
Directors of Middle and Senior
Schools and relevant Subject
Coordinators.
Students who are successful in their
application to study in the
Acceleration Program will be
required to ‘pick up’ a subject in Year
12 to complete six subjects counting
towards their ATAR.
Students should note that the study
of a VCE Units 1 and 2 sequence
whilst in Year 10 is a bonus not an
alternative
to
the
College
requirement for VCE Year 11
students to study 5 Unit 1 and 2
sequences plus VCE Religious
Education units in Year 11 and in
Year 12.
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VCE AND VET SUBJECTS
For subjects offered externally, such as VET certificate subjects not run at
Mary MacKillop College, please consult the VET Coordinator.
Proposed subjects offered to Year 11 2022.
Religion and Society Unit 1
Youth Ministry Unit 1
Religion and Society Unit 3 and 4 (Accelerated subject)
Agriculture and Horticultural Studies Units 1 and 2
Art Units 1 and 2
Biology Units 1 and 2
Business Management Units 1 and 2
Chemistry Units 1 and 2
Economics Units 1 and 2
English Units 1 and 2
Environmental Science Units 1 and 2
Food Studies Units 1 and 2
Geography Units 1 and 2
Health and Human Development Units 1 and 2
History 20th Century Units 1 and 2
Legal Studies Units 1 and 2
Literature Units 1 and 2
Mathematics – General Mathematics Units 1 and 2
Mathematics – Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2
Mathematics - Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2
Physical Education Units 1 and 2
Physics Units 1 and 2
Product Design & Technology Units 1 and 2
Psychology Units 1 and 2
Theatre Studies Units 1 and 2
Visual Communication Design Units 1 and 2
VCE VET Applied Fashion Design & Technology Year 2
VCE VET Building & Construction Year 2
VCE VET Music Unit 1 and 2
VCE VET Sport & Recreation Unit 1 and 2
VCE VET Information & Digital Media & Technology
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Religious Education
As a Catholic school we are
committed
to
the
holistic
development of each person in our
community. This includes providing,
as an integral part of college life,
opportunities for faith formation. Our
college embraces the charism of
Mary MacKillop, a woman of great
faith
whose
extraordinary
compassion for others is reflected in
the values and attitudes of our
community. All senior students at
the College are provided with
opportunities to help foster their own
faith and spiritual development.
These include Year 10, 11 and 12
Retreats, daily prayer, Religious
Education,
whole-school
celebrations of the Eucharist, and
social justice activities.

Students have a choice of Religious
Education subjects to study in Year
11 and 12. Students may select
from:
● Religion and Society Unit 1
● Youth Ministry Unit 1
● Religion and Society Unit 3
and 4 (Acceleration into VCE
Program).
Those who select Religion and
Society Unit 3 and 4 will have it
count as one of their normal VCE
subjects. Those students in Year 11
will receive an additional four
periods of study and in Year 12
select another Unit 3 and 4 subject
to complete six VCE subjects over
two years.

These opportunities are integral to
the mission of the College, and
accordingly, students are expected
to participate fully and to enter into
these occasions to the best of their
ability.
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Religion and Society
Unit 1: The role of religion in society
In this unit students explore the origins of religions and the role of religions in the
development of society, identifying the nature and purpose of religion over time.
They investigate the contribution of religion generally to the development of human
society. They also focus on the role of religious traditions over time in shaping
personal and group identity. Students examine how individuals, groups and new
ideas have affected and continue to affect religious traditions. The unit provides an
opportunity for students to understand the often complex relationships that exist
between individuals, groups, new ideas and religious traditions broadly and in the
Australian society in which they live.

Youth Ministry
Students choosing Youth Ministry will complete work which satisfies the
requirements for the VCE Religion and Society units listed above. The focus of
these studies however, will be influenced by the CSYMA (Catholic Schools Youth
Ministry Australia) program. This is a nationally recognized program, fully endorsed
by the Bishop of the Sale diocese. Students electing this option will be actively
involved in a variety of classroom, school, and diocesan retreats, outreach and
awareness projects.

Religion and Society Unit 3 and 4
Unit 3: The search for meaning
In this unit students study the purposes of religion generally and then consider the
religious beliefs developed by one or more than one religious tradition or
denomination in response to the big questions of life. Students study how particular
beliefs within one or more than one religious tradition or denomination may be
expressed through the other aspects of religion, and explore how this is intended to
foster meaning for adherents. Students then consider the interaction between
significant life experience and religion.
Unit 4: Religion, challenge and change
In this unit students explore challenge for religious traditions generally over time and
then undertake a study of challenge and change for one or more than one religious
tradition or denomination. Religious tradition/s or denomination/s are to be selected
from one or more than one of the following: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam,
Judaism.
Further information
Religion and Society Unit 3 and 4 is completed as an Acceleration in VCE Program.
Students may select this subject as one of their five studies. Students who study
this subject will not do Unit 1 Religion and Society or Youth Ministry and will be
allocated an additional 4 lessons of study.
Page | 11

English Pathways
To be awarded the Victorian Certificate of Education, students must
satisfactorily complete a minimum of three units from the English group.
From 2018 the minimum English requirement will be three units from the
English group, including a Unit 3–4 sequence.
To receive an ATAR, a student must sit all internal SAC tasks and the
external VCAA examination and satisfactorily complete Unit 3 and 4 as a
sequence in the one calendar year.
●
Students who are already high achievers in English may be well placed
to consider Literature as well as English.
●
Although not compulsory, students interested in studying Literature are
strongly recommended to take Year 11 Literature in preparation for the
demands of Year 12 Literature.
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Mathematics Pathways
VCE Mathematics Study Sequences
Students undertaking Mathematics as part of their Senior School program,
need to consider the most appropriate subject pathway, taking into
consideration the requirements of any future courses, and their individual
capability. There are a number of pathways for VCE Mathematics at both
Year 11 and 12.
All VCE Mathematics subject enables students to:
• develop mathematical concepts, knowledge and skills
• apply mathematics to analyse, investigate and model a variety of
contexts and solve practical and theoretical problems in situations that
range from well-defined and familiar to open-ended and unfamiliar
• use technology effectively as a tool for working mathematically
Year 11 Pathways
VCE General Mathematics Units 1 & 2
VCE Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2
VCE Specialist Mathematics Units 1 & 2
Year 12 Pathways
VCE Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4
VCE Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4
VCE Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4
General and Further Mathematics course covers Mathematical skills that are
relevant to everybody’s everyday life. Being able to critically analyse,
interpret and represent data is not only a skill required for many jobs, but
also an important tool to assist in day-to-day decision making. Both courses
focus on data analysis and financial modelling.
Further Mathematics meets many university courses prerequisites is an
interesting course and is particularly useful for primary school teaching,
nursing, TAFE and apprenticeships.
Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics course are targeted
towards Engineering, Commerce, Accounting, Medicine and Science
degrees. Specialist Maths must be completed along with Maths Methods; it
cannot be undertaken separately. You may undertake Specialist Maths and
Maths Methods Unit 3 and 4, having only completed Maths Methods Unit 1
and 2.
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Year 10 Applied and
General Maths

Year 11 General

Year 12 Further
Maths

VCAL Numeracy

VCAL Numeracy

No Maths
(Not Recommended)

Year 10 Extension/
Advanced Maths

Year 11 General

Year 12 Further
Maths

Year 11 General
and
Year 11 Methods

Year 12 Further
Maths
and
Year 12 Methods

Year 11 Methods

Year 12 Methods

Year 11 Methods
and
Year 12 Further
(Accelerated Program –
by application only)

Year 11 Methods
and
Year 11 Specialist

Note:
Even though
Mathematics is not
compulsory at VCE,
many post secondary
courses require at
least 2 units of VCE
Maths.
It is therefore
recommended that
all students do
mathematics in year
11.

Note: Specialist
Mathematics can
only be taken in
conjunction with
Mathematical
Methods

Year 12 Methods
and
Year 12 Specialist

Year 12 Methods
and
Year 12 Specialist
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Agricultural and Horticultural Studies
Unit 1: Change and opportunity
In this unit students develop their
understanding
of
Australia’s
agricultural
and
horticultural
industries
and
research
the
opportunities and practical realities
of working in the sector. They
consider sources of food and fibre
indigenous to Victoria prior to
European settlement, and current
and past perceptions of Australian
agricultural
and
horticultural
industries.
Students
explore
contemporary career pathways and
professional roles, with a focus on
innovation and creative problem
solving in the face of change and
challenge. Students seek to
understand socio-cultural influences
on food and fibre practices, and best
practice
in
agriculture
and
horticulture in terms of climate
zones, soil quality, plant and animal
selection, workplace health and
safety, and the collection and
analysis of quality-assurance data.
Students undertake practical tasks
reflecting
best-practice
understandings.
Unit 2: Growing plants and
animals
In this unit students research plant
and animal nutrition, growth and
reproduction. They develop an

understanding of the conditions in
which plants and animals grow and
reproduce, and of related issues and
challenges. They evaluate the
effectiveness and sustainability of
agricultural or horticultural practices.
Students investigate the structure,
function, nutrition and growth of
plants. They explore animal nutrition
and digestion, and growth and
development,
and
make
comparisons between production
methods.
Students
research
reproductive
processes
and
technologies for both plants and
animals within the contexts of food
and
fibre
production.
They
undertake practical tasks relating to
the growth and management of
plants and animals.
Career Opportunities:
The broad, applied nature of VCE
Agricultural
and
Horticultural
Studies prepares students for
further studies and careers in
agriculture,
horticulture,
land
management, agricultural business
practice and natural resource
management.
This
study
complements the skills focus of the
competency-based
nationally
recognised VCE VET Agriculture,
Horticulture, Conservation and Land
Management program

.
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Art
Unit 1: Artworks, experience and meaning
In this unit students focus on artworks as objects and examine how art
elements, art principles, materials and techniques and artistic processes
communicate meaning. They examine artists in different societies and
cultures, and historical periods, and develop their own viewpoints about the
meanings and messages of artworks. Students explore the practices of
artists who have been inspired by ideas relating to personal and cultural
identity. They study at least three artists and at least one artwork from each
of the selected artists.
Unit 2: Artworks and contemporary culture
In this unit students use the Cultural Framework and the Contemporary
Framework to examine the different ways that artists interpret and present
social and personal issues in their artistic practice. They apply the Cultural
Framework and the Contemporary Framework as appropriate to the
selection of artworks. In students own artistic practice, they continue to use
the art process and visual language to explore and experiment with materials
and techniques and to develop personal and creative responses. They
explore the way cultural contexts and contemporary ideas and approaches
to art have influenced their artwork.
Career Opportunities
The Arts Industry is the largest employer after the public service in Australia.
Career opportunities include such areas as the Fine Arts, Education, Media,
Advertising, and Design throughout industry and business. In a world, which
relies so heavily on Visual Technology, the ability to visualise concepts and
to communicate effectively through visual media is essential. It is important
for students to carefully explore the potential benefits this subject offers when
considering career options for their future.
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Biology
Unit 1: How do organisms regulate
their functions?
In this unit students examine the cell as the
structural and functional unit of life, from
the single celled to the multicellular
organism, including the requirements for
sustaining cellular processes. Students
focus on cell growth, replacement and
death and the role of stem cells in
differentiation, specialisation and renewal
of cells. They explore how systems
function through cell specialisation in
vascular plants and in the digestive,
endocrine and excretory systems of
animals. Regulation of water balance in
plants, and temperature, blood glucose
and water balance in animals is a key
focus as they consider the role
homeostatic
mechanisms
play
in
maintaining
an
animal’s
internal
environment and consider malfunctions in
homeostatic mechanisms.
Students conduct their own studentdesigned investigation to explore a
concept(s) learnt in Unit 1 related to how
animals regulate their functions.
Unit 2: How does inheritance impact
on diversity?
In this unit students explore reproduction,
inheritance and the impact this has on
species diversity. They apply their
understanding of chromosomes to explain
the process of meiosis. Students consider
how the relationship between genes, the
environment and epigenetic factors
influence phenotypic expression. They

explain the inheritance of characteristics,
analyse patterns of inheritance, interpret
pedigree charts and predict outcomes of
genetic crosses.
Students analyse asexual and sexual
reproductive strategies, including the use
of reproductive cloning technologies. They
explore adaptations that enhance an
organism’s
survival
and
the
interdependences between species. A key
focus is on how keystone species and top
predators structure and maintain the
distribution, density and size of a
population. They also consider the
contributions of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait
Islander
knowledge
and
perspectives in understanding the survival
of organisms in Australian ecosystems.
A student-directed research investigation
into a contemporary ethical issue is
undertaken which relates to the
application of Unit 2 concepts.
Career Opportunities
Biology has become a diverse field with
applications in a variety of areas. It has
become increasingly relevant in society
and to the lives of the general public; for
example, in conservation, and in the
implications of genetic and other types of
research. Biological knowledge is also
relevant to a number of professions
ranging from the Biomedical and
Biotechnological
Sciences
to
Environmental
Management,
Conservation and Ecotourism.
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Business Management
Unit 1: Planning a business
Businesses of all sizes are major
contributors to the economic and
social wellbeing of a nation.
Therefore, how businesses are
formed and the fostering of
conditions under which new
business ideas can emerge are vital
for a nation’s wellbeing. Taking a
business idea and planning how to
make it a reality are the
cornerstones of economic and
social development. In this unit
students explore the factors
affecting business ideas and the
internal and external environments
within which businesses operate,
and the effect of these on planning a
business.
Unit 2: Establishing a business
This
unit
focuses
on
the
establishment phase of a business’s
life. Establishing a business involves
complying with legal requirements
as well as making decisions about
how best to establish a system of
financial record keeping, staff the
business and establish a customer

base. In this unit students examine
the legal requirements that must be
satisfied to establish a business.
They investigate the essential
features of effective marketing and
consider the best way to meet the
needs of the business in terms of
staffing
and
financial
record
keeping. Students analyse various
management practices in this area
by applying this knowledge to
contemporary
business
case
studies from the past four years.
Career Opportunities
There are many career opportunities
for students who have completed
Business Management including
employment
in:
Banking,
Employment Manager, Financial
Planner,
Industrial
Relations,
Insurance Officer, Human Resource
Manager, Marketing, Office Work,
Public Relations, Real Estate,
Retailing and Sales, Small Business
owner, Stockbroking, Tax Agent,
Travel
and
Tourism
and
Management.
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Chemistry
Unit 1: How can the diversity of
materials be explained?
The development and use of materials for
specific purposes is an important human
endeavour. In this unit students investigate
the chemical properties of a range of
materials from metals and salts to polymers
and nanomaterials. Using their knowledge
of elements and atomic structure students
explore and explain the relationships
between properties, structure and bonding
forces within and between particles that
vary in size from the visible, through
nanoparticles, to molecules and atoms.
Students examine the modification of
metals, assess the factors that affect the
formation of ionic crystals and investigate a
range of non-metallic substances from
molecules to polymers and giant lattices
and relate their structures to specific
applications.
A research investigation is undertaken in
Area of Study 3 related to one of ten options
that draw upon and extend the content from
Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.
Unit 2: What makes water such a unique
chemical?
Water is the most widely used solvent on
Earth. In this unit students explore the
physical and chemical properties of water,
the reactions that occur in water and various
methods of water analysis.
Students are introduced to stoichiometry
and
to
analytical techniques
and
instrumental procedures, and apply these to

determine concentrations of different
species in water samples, including
chemical contaminants. They use chemistry
terminology including symbols, units,
formulas and equations to represent and
explain observations and data from
experiments, and to discuss chemical
phenomena. Students explore the solvent
properties of water in a variety of contexts
and analyse selected issues associated
with substances dissolved in water.
A practical investigation into an aspect of
water quality is undertaken in Area of Study
3. The investigation draws on content from
Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.
Career Opportunities
Chemistry is known as the “Central
Science” since an understanding of
Chemistry is essential for most careers in
Science. VCE Chemistry provides for
continuing study pathways within the
discipline and leads to a range of careers.
Branches of chemistry include organic
chemistry, inorganic chemistry, analytical
chemistry,
physical
chemistry
and
biochemistry. In addition, chemistry is
applied in many fields of endeavour
including agriculture, bushfire research,
dentistry, dietetics, education, engineering,
environmental sciences, forensic science,
forestry, horticulture, medicine, metallurgy,
meteorology, pharmacy, sports science,
toxicology,
veterinary
science
and
viticulture.
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Economics
Unit 1: The behaviour of consumers and businesses
In this unit, students will explore some fundamental economic concepts. They
examine basic economic models where consumers and businesses engage in
mutually beneficial transactions and investigate the motivations and
consequences of both consumer and business behaviour. They examine how
individuals might respond to incentives and how technology may have altered
the way businesses and consumers interact. Students are encouraged to
investigate contemporary examples and case studies to enhance their
understanding of the introductory economic concepts.
Unit 2: Contemporary economic issues
Students focus on the possible trade-off between the pursuit of growth in
incomes and production and the goal of environmental sustainability and longterm economic prosperity. They investigate the importance of economic growth
in terms of raising living standards and evaluate how achievement of this goal
might result in degradation of the environment and the loss of key resources.
Students examine whether the goals of economic growth and environmental
sustainability can be compatible and discuss the effect of different policies on
the achievement of these important goals.
Career Opportunities
Economics can lead to careers to areas such as finance, banking, business
analysis, law, journalism, public policy, accountancy; as well as employment
as an economist, stockbroker, statistician, investment analyst, and
management consultant.
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English
Unit 1
In this unit, students read and
respond to texts analytically and
creatively. They analyse arguments
and the use of persuasive language
in texts and create their own texts
intended to position audiences.
Students develop their skills in
creating written, spoken and
multimodal texts.
Unit 2
In this unit students compare the
presentation of ideas, issues and
themes in texts. They analyse
arguments presented and the use of
persuasive language in texts and

create their own texts intended to
position
audiences.
Students
develop their skills in creating
written, spoken and multimodal
texts.
Career Opportunities
Advanced
written
and
oral
communication skills are essential
to all careers and courses. The Year
12 English result is counted in the
top four subjects when determining
ATAR. Specifically, strong skills in
English are essential in careers
such as journalism, public relations,
management and teaching.
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Environmental Science
Unit 1: How are Earth’s systems
connected?
In this unit students examine Earth as
a set of four interacting systems: the
atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere
and lithosphere. Students apply a
systems perspective when exploring
the physical requirements for life in
terms of inputs and outputs, and
consider the effects of natural and
human-induced
changes
in
ecosystems. They investigate the
physical
environment
and
its
components, the function of local
ecosystems and the interactions that
occur in and between ecological
components over different timescales.
Students consider how the biotic and
abiotic
components
of
local
ecosystems can be monitored and
measured.
A student practical investigation related
to ecosystem monitoring and/or
change is undertaken in this unit.
Unit 2: How can pollution be
managed?
In this unit students explore the
concept of pollution and associated
impacts on Earth’s four systems
through global, national and local
perspectives. They examine the
characteristics, measurement and
management of pollution. They
analyse the effects of pollutants on the
health of humans and the environment
over time. Students consider the rules
for use, treatment and disposal of
pollutants and evaluate the different
perspectives of those who are affected
by pollutants. They explore the
significance of technology, government
initiatives, communities and individuals
in redressing the effects of pollutants,

and consider how values, beliefs and
evidence affect environmental decision
making. Students compare three
pollutants of national and/or global
significance with reference to their
effects in the atmosphere, biosphere,
hydrosphere and lithosphere, and
discuss management options.

Students undertake an in-depth case
study of the management strategies
that apply to a pollutant of local concern
related to ecosystem monitoring and/or
change. The investigation draws on
content from Area of Study 1 and/or
Area of Study 2.
Career Opportunities
VCE Environmental Science provides
for continuing study pathways within
the field and leads to a range of
careers. Diverse areas of employment
range from design, including landscape
or building architecture, engineering
and urban planning, environmental
consultancy and advocacy, which may
involve employment in air, water and/or
soil quality monitoring and control,
agriculture, construction, mining and
property management and water
quality engineering. Environmental
scientists also work in crossdisciplinary areas such as bushfire
research, environmental management
and conservation, geology and
oceanography
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Food Studies
Unit 1: Food origins
This unit focuses on food from
historical and cultural perspectives.
Students investigate the origins and
roles of food through time and across
the world. Students explore how
humanity has historically sourced its
food,
examining
the
general
progression from hunter-gatherer to
rural-based agriculture, to today’s
urban living and global trade in food.
Students consider the origins and
significance of food through inquiry into
particular food-producing regions of the
world.
Students look at Australian indigenous
food prior to European settlement and
how food patterns have changed since,
particularly through the influence of
food production, processing and
manufacturing
industries
and
immigration. Students investigate
cuisines that are part of Australia’s
culinary identity today and reflect on
the concept of an Australian cuisine.

complement to commercial production.
Students gain insight into the
significance of food industries to the
Australian economy and investigate
the capacity of industry to provide safe,
high- quality food that meets the needs
of consumers.
Students use practical skills and
knowledge to produce foods and
consider a range of evaluation
measures to compare their foods to
commercial products. They consider
the effective provision and preparation
of food in the home, and analyse the
benefits and challenges of developing
and using practical food skills in daily
life. In demonstrating their practical
skills, students design new food
products and adapt recipes to suit
particular needs and circumstances.
They consider the possible extension
of their role as small-scale food
producers by exploring potential
entrepreneurial opportunities.

Career Opportunities
Unit 2: Food makers
In this unit students investigate food
systems in contemporary Australia.
Areas of study focus on commercial
food production industries, and food
production in small- scale domestic
settings, as both a comparison and

This course is more relevant for
students wishing to pursue careers in
the catering and hospitality industries.
Its greater emphasis on work-related
skills and food preparation on an
industrial scale, better prepares
students to work in this industry.
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Geography
Unit 1: Hazards and disasters
In this unit students undertake an overview of hazards before investigating
two contrasting types of hazards and the responses to them by people.
Hazards represent the potential to cause harm to people and or the
environment whereas disasters are judgments about the impacts of hazard
events. Hazards include a wide range of situations including those within
local areas, such as a volcanic eruption or coastal erosion, to regional and
global hazards such as droughts and infectious diseases. Students examine
the processes involved with hazards and hazard events, including their
causes and impacts, human responses to hazard events and
interconnections between human activities and natural processes. This unit
investigates how people have responded to specific types of hazards,
including attempts to reduce vulnerability to, and the impact of, hazard
events.
Unit 2: Tourism: Issues and Challenges
In this unit students investigate the characteristics of tourism, with particular
emphasis on where it has developed, its various forms, how it has changed
and continues to change and its impacts on people, places and
environments. They select contrasting examples of tourism from within
Australia and elsewhere in the world to support their investigations.
The study of tourism at local, regional and global scales emphasises the
interconnection within and between places. There is an interconnection
between places tourists originate from and their destinations through the
development of communication and transport infrastructure, employment,
together with cultural preservation and acculturation. The growth of tourism
at all scales requires careful management to ensure environmentally
sustainable and economically viable tourism.
Students undertake and report on fieldwork in both units.
Career Opportunities
Skills and content gained in the study of Geography will help students in the
following areas: surveying and drafting, geographic information systems,
logistics, teaching, meteorology, environmental engineering, national parks,
forestry, geology, government departments, agriculture, architecture and
landscape architecture, town planning, tourism and recreation, cartography,
civil aviation, commerce and management, consultancy, and extension
education.
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Health & Human Development
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with varied and evolving
perspectives and definitions. It takes the view that health and wellbeing are
subject to a wide range of contexts and interpretations, with different
meanings for different people. As a foundation to the understanding of
health, students should investigate the World Health Organization’s (WHO)
definition and also explore other interpretations. Wellbeing is a complex
combination of all dimensions of health, characterised by an equilibrium in
which the individual feels happy, healthy, capable and engaged. For the
purposes of this study, students should consider wellbeing to be an implicit
element of health.
Unit 2: Managing health and development
This unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing, and development,
from lifespan and societal perspectives. Students look at changes and
expectations that are part of the progression from youth to adulthood. This
unit promotes the application of health literacy skills through an examination
of adulthood as a time of increasing independence and responsibility,
involving the establishment of long-term relationships, possible
considerations of parenthood and management of health-related milestones
and changes.
Students enquire into the Australian healthcare system and extend their
capacity to access and analyse health information. They investigate the
challenges and opportunities presented by digital media and health
technologies, and consider issues surrounding the use of health data and
access to quality health care.
Career Opportunities
This course is recommended for students interested in the areas of child
care, nursing, primary teaching, secondary teaching, health, nursing, preschool teaching and physical education.

Page | 25

History: Modern History
Unit 1: Change and Conflict
In this unit students investigate the
nature of social, political, economic
and cultural change in the later part
of the 19th century and the first half
of the 20th century. Modern History
provides
students
with
an
opportunity
to
explore
the
significant
events,
ideas,
individuals and movements that
shaped the social, political,
economic
and
technological
conditions and developments that
have defined the modern world.
The late 19th century marked a
challenge to existing empires,
alongside growing militarism and
imperialism. Empires continued to
exert their powers as they
competed for new territories,
resources and labour across AsiaPacific, Africa and the Americas,
contributing
to
tremendous
change. This increasingly brought
these world powers into contact
and conflict. The period after World
War One, in the contrasting
decades of the 1920s and 1930s,
was characterised by significant
social, political, economic, cultural
and technological change.

The establishment of the United
Nations (UN) in 1945 was
intended
to
take
an
internationalist
approach
to
avoiding
warfare,
resolving
political tensions and addressing
threats to human life and safety.
The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights adopted in 1948
was the first global expression of
human rights. However, despite
internationalist moves, the second
half of the twentieth century was
dominated by the Cold War,
competing
ideologies
of
democracy and communism and
proxy wars. By 1989 the USSR
began to collapse. Beginning with
Poland,
Eastern
European
communist dictatorships fell one
by one. The fall of the Berlin Wall
was a significant turning point in
modern history..
Career Opportunities
A broad knowledge in History would
be
advantageous
for
those
considering a career as a writer,
journalist, cultural heritage officer,
tourism, historian, history teacher,
librarian, lawyer, parliamentarian
and manager, researcher.

Unit 2: The Changing World
Order
In this unit students investigate the
nature and impact of the Cold War
and challenges and changes to
social, political and economic
structures and systems of power in
the second half of the twentieth
century and the first decade of the
twenty-first century.
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Legal Studies
Unit 1: Guilt and liability
Criminal law and civil law aim to achieve social cohesion and protect the
rights of individuals. Criminal law is aimed at maintaining social order and
infringing criminal law can result in charges. Civil law deals with the
infringement of a person’s or group’s rights and breaching civil law can result
in litigation. In this unit students develop an understanding of legal
foundations, such as the different types and sources of law and the existence
of a court hierarchy in Victoria.
Students investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and apply
these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an
accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable in a civil dispute. In doing
so, students develop an appreciation of the way in which legal principles and
information are used in making reasoned judgments and conclusions about
the culpability of an accused, and the liability of a party in a civil dispute.
Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies and rights
Criminal law and civil law aim to protect the rights of individuals. When rights
are infringed, a case or dispute may arise which needs to be determined or
resolved, and sanctions or remedies may be imposed. This unit focuses on
the enforcement of criminal law and civil law, the methods and institutions
that may be used to determine a criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, and
the purposes and types of sanctions and remedies and their effectiveness.
Students undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and two
civil cases from the past four years to form a judgment about the ability of
sanctions and remedies to achieve the principles of justice. Students develop
their understanding of the way rights are protected in Australia and in another
country, and possible reforms to the protection of rights. They examine a
significant case in relation to the protection of rights in Australia.
Career Opportunities
Legal Studies may lead to a career in many general areas as well as more
specific positions including: barrister, by-laws officer, court reporter, court
officer, law clerk, police officer, prison officer, solicitor, public relations, small
business owner.
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Literature
Unit 1: Approaches to literature
In this unit students focus on the
ways in which the interaction
between text and reader creates
meaning. Students’ analyses of the
features and conventions of texts
help them develop increasingly
discriminating responses to a range
of literary forms and styles. Students
respond critically, creatively and
reflectively to the ideas and
concerns of texts and gain insights
into how texts function as
representations
of
human
experience. They develop familiarity
with key terms, concepts and
practices that equip them for further
studies in literature. They develop
an awareness of how the views and
values that readers hold may
influence the reading of a text.

create analytical responses that are
evidence-based. By experimenting
with textual structures and language
features, students understand how
imaginative texts are informed by
close analysis.
Career Opportunities
The study of Literature develops a
person’s capacity to interpret texts
and produce high quality writing. It is
therefore beneficial in many fields
and
particularly
relevant
in
journalism, law, teaching, the media
or theatre.

Unit 2: Context and connections
In this unit students explore the
ways literary texts connect with each
other and with the world. They
deepen their examination of the
ways their own culture and the
cultures represented in texts can
influence their interpretations and
shape different meanings. Drawing
on a range of literary texts, students
consider the relationships between
authors, audiences and contexts.
Ideas, language and structures of
different texts from past and present
eras and/or cultures are compared
and contrasted. Students analyse
the similarities and differences
across
texts
and
establish
connections between them. They
engage in close reading of texts and
Page | 28

General Mathematics
Units 1 & 2
General Mathematics courses of study for a broad range of students and
may be implemented in a number of ways. Some students will not study
Mathematics beyond Units 1 and 2, while others will intend to study Further
Mathematics Units 3 and 4. Others will also be studying Mathematics
Methods Units 1 and 2 and in some cases Specialist Mathematics Units 1
and 2 as well.
The areas of study for General Mathematics Unit 1 and Unit 2 are ‘Algebra
and structure’, ‘Arithmetic and number’, ‘Discrete mathematics’, ‘Geometry,
measurement and trigonometry’, ‘Graphs of linear and non-linear relations’
and ‘Statistics’.
Career Opportunities
This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging
mathematical learning in a way which takes into account the needs and
aspirations of a wide range of students. It is also designed to promote
students’ awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in an
increasingly technological society, and confidence in making effective use of
mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. Career opportunities include
access to a variety of undergraduate courses. All students in all the
mathematical units offered would apply knowledge and skills, model,
investigate and solve problems, and use technology to support learning
mathematics and its application in different contexts.

Mathematical Methods
Unit 1
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an introductory study of simple
elementary functions of a single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and
statistics and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts.
They are designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and
contain assumed knowledge and skills for these units.
In undertaking this unit, students are expected to be able to apply techniques,
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and
tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation,
equations, graphs and differentiation with and without the use of technology.
They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to
estimation and computation.
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Unit 2
This area of study focuses on the study of simple transcendental functions and
the calculus of simple algebraic functions. The areas of study are ‘Functions
and graphs’, ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Probability and statistics’.
In undertaking this unit, students are expected to be able to apply techniques,
routines and processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and
tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation,
equations, graphs, differentiation and anti-differentiation with and without the
use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand
approaches to estimation and computation.
Career Opportunities
Careers this study can lead to include doctor, scientist, engineer, accountant,
project management, linesman, architecture, accountancy and many other
careers.

Specialist Mathematics
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students
who wish to undertake an in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis
on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure,
modelling, problem solving and reasoning. This study has a focus on interest
in the discipline of mathematics in its own right and investigation of a broad
range of applications, as well as development of a sound background for
further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields.
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and
2, taken in conjunction, provide a comprehensive preparation for Specialist
Mathematics Units 3 and 4. The areas of study for Units 1 and 2 of Specialist
Mathematics are ‘Algebra and structure’, ‘Arithmetic and number’, ‘Discrete
mathematics’, ‘Geometry, measurement and trigonometry’, ‘Graphs of linear
and non-linear relations’ and ‘Statistics’.
Career Opportunities
Careers this study can lead to include doctor, scientist, engineer, accountant,
project management, linesman, architecture, accountancy and many other
careers.
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Physical Education
Unit 1: The human body in motion
In this unit students explore how the
musculoskeletal
and
cardiorespiratory systems work
together to produce movement.
Through practical activities students
explore the relationships between
the body systems and physical
activity, sport and exercise, and how
the systems adapt and adjust to the
demands of the activity. Students
investigate the role and function of
the main structures in each system
and how they respond to physical
activity, sport and exercise. They
explore how the capacity and
functioning of each system acts as
an enabler or barrier to movement
and participation in physical activity.
Unit 2: Physical activity, sport
and society
This unit develops students’
understanding of physical activity,
sport
and
society
from
a
participatory perspective. Students
are introduced to types of physical
activity and the role participation in
physical activity and sedentary
behaviour plays in their own health
and wellbeing as well as in other
people’s lives in different population
groups.

Students apply various methods to
assess physical activity and
sedentary behaviour levels at the
individual and population level, and
analyse the data in relation to
physical activity and sedentary
behaviour guidelines. Students
study and apply the socialecological model and/or the Youth
Physical Activity Promotion Model to
critique a range of individual- and
settings-based strategies that are
effective in promoting participation
in some form of regular physical
activity.
Career Opportunities
This study design is relevant to
students with a wide range of
expectations, including those who
wish to pursue further formal study
at tertiary level or in vocational
education and training settings. The
study prepares students for such
fields as human movement, nursing
or physiotherapy, as well as
providing valuable knowledge and
skills for participating in their own
sporting and physical activity
pursuits.
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Physics
Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical
world?
In this unit students explore how physics
explains phenomena, at various scales,
which are not always visible to the unaided
human eye. They examine some of the
fundamental ideas and models used by
physicists in an attempt to understand and
explain the world. Students consider
thermal concepts by investigating heat,
probe common analogies used to explain
electricity and consider the origins and
formation of matter.
Students use thermodynamic principles to
explain phenomena related to changes in
thermal energy. They apply thermal laws
when investigating energy transfers within
and between systems, and assess the
impact of human use of energy on the
environment.
Unit 2: What do experiments reveal
about the physical world?
In this unit students explore the power of
experiments in developing models and
theories. They investigate a variety of
phenomena by making their own
observations and generating questions,
which in turn lead to experiments.
Students make direct observations of
physics phenomena and examine the
ways in which phenomena that may not be
directly observable can be explored
through indirect observations.

In the core component of this unit students
investigate the ways in which forces are
involved both in moving objects and in
keeping objects stationary. Students
choose one of twelve options related to
astrobiology, astrophysics, bioelectricity,
biomechanics, electronics, flight, medical
physics, nuclear energy, nuclear physics,
optics, sound and sports science.
Career Opportunities
VCE Physics provides for continuing study
pathways within the discipline and leads to
a range of careers. Physicists may
undertake research and development in
specialist areas including acoustics,
astrophysics and cosmology, atmospheric
physics,
computational
physics,
education, energy research, engineering,
instrumentation, lasers and photonics,
medical physics, nuclear science, optics,
pyrotechnics and radiography. Physicists
also work in cross-disciplinary areas such
as bushfire research, climate science,
forensic science, geology, materials
science, neuroscience and sports science.
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Product Design & Technology
Unit 1: Sustainable product redevelopment
This unit focuses on the analysis, modification and improvement of a product
design with consideration of sustainability.
It is common for designers in Australia to use products from overseas as
inspiration when redeveloping products for the domestic market. Sustainable
redevelopment refers to designers and makers ensuring products serve
social, economic and environmental needs. Generating economic growth for
design and manufacturing in Australia can begin with redeveloping existing
products so they have positive social and minimal environmental impact. In
this unit students examine claims of sustainable practices by designers.
Unit 2: Collaborative design
In this unit students work in teams to design and develop an item in a product
range or contribute to the design, planning and production of a group
product. They focus on factors including end-user/s’ needs and wants;
function, purpose and context for product design; aesthetics; materials and
sustainability; and the impact of these factors on a design solution.
Teamwork encourages communication between students and mirrors
professional design practice where designers often work within a multidisciplinary team to develop solutions to design problems. Students also use
digital technologies to facilitate teams to work collaboratively online. In this
unit students gain inspiration from an historical or a contemporary design
movement or style and its defining factors such as ideological or
technological change, philosophy or aesthetics.
Career Opportunities
Career opportunities involve working as a designer, production manager,
concept artist, product engineer, project manager, construction manager,
builder and other relevant trades.
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Psychology
Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped?
Human development involves changes in thoughts, feelings and behaviours.
In this unit students investigate the structure and functioning of the human
brain and the role it plays in the overall functioning of the human nervous
system. Students explore brain plasticity and the influence that brain damage
may have on a person’s psychological functioning. They consider the
complex nature of psychological development, including situations where
psychological development may not occur as expected. Students examine
the contribution that classical and contemporary studies have made to an
understanding of the human brain and its functions, and to the development
of different psychological models and theories used to predict and explain
the development of thoughts, feelings and behaviours.
Unit 2: How do external factors
influence behaviour and mental
processes?
A person’s thoughts, feelings and
behaviours are influenced by a
variety of biological, psychological
and social factors. In this unit
students investigate how perception
of stimuli enables a person to
interact with the world around them
and how their perception of stimuli
can be distorted. They evaluate the
role social cognition plays in a
person’s attitudes, perception of
themselves and relationships with
others. Students explore a variety of
factors and contexts that can
influence the behaviour of an
individual
and
groups.
They
examine the contribution that
classical
and
contemporary
research has made to the
understanding of human perception
and why individuals and groups
behave in specific ways.

that involve working with children,
adults, families and communities in
a variety of settings. These include
academic and research institutions,
management and human resources,
and government, corporate and
private enterprises. Fields of applied
psychology include educational,
environmental, forensic, health,
sport
and
organisational
psychology.

Career Opportunities
The study of Psychology leads to
opportunities in a range of careers
Page | 34

Theatre Studies
Unit 1: Pre-modern theatre
This unit focuses on the application
of acting and other stagecraft in
relation to theatrical styles of the
pre-modern era. Students work with
play scripts from the pre- modern
era of theatre, focusing on works
created up to 1920 in both their
written form and in performance.
They also study theatrical and
performance analysis and apply
these skills to the analysis of a play
in performance
Unit 2: Modern Theatre
In this unit students study theatrical
styles and stagecraft through
working with play scripts in both their
written form and in performance with

an emphasis on the application of
stagecraft. Students work with play
scripts from the modern era,
focusing on works from the 1920s to
the present. They study theatrical
analysis and production evaluation
and apply these skills to the analysis
of a play in performance.
Career Opportunities
Some career opportunities from
studying Theatre Studies are
Actor/Actress, Stage manager, Arts
administrator,
Drama
teacher,
Drama
therapist,
Television
production
assistant,
Radio
presenter, Social worker, Journalist,
Marketing manager, Personnel
manager.
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Visual Communication Design
Unit 1: Introduction to visual
communication design
This unit focuses on using visual
language
to
communicate
messages, ideas and concepts. This
involves acquiring and applying
design thinking skills as well as
drawing skills to make messages,
ideas and concepts visible and
tangible. Students practise their
ability to draw what they observe
and they use visualisation drawing
methods to explore their own ideas
and concepts. Students develop an
understanding of the importance of
presentation drawings to clearly
communicate their final visual
communications.
Unit 2: Applications of visual
communication within design
fields
This unit focuses on the application
of visual communication design
knowledge, design thinking and
drawing methods to create visual
communications to meet specific
purposes in designated design
fields.

Students use presentation drawing
methods that incorporate the use of
technical drawing conventions to
communicate information and ideas
associated with the environmental
or industrial fields of design. They
also investigate how typography and
imagery are used in these fields as
well as the communication field of
design. They apply design thinking
skills when exploring ways in which
images
and
type
can
be
manipulated to communicate ideas
and concepts in different ways in the
communication design field.
Career Opportunities
Some typical fields of practice and
possible future career options which
studies in Visual Communication
can lead to include: graphic design,
advertising, marketing, cartography,
illustration,
package
design,
advertising, exhibition and display
design,
business
graphics,
architectural
design,
drafting,
interior design, landscape design,
engineering design and drafting,
industrial design, furniture design,
fashion design, technical illustration.
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VCE VET Applied Fashion Design &
Technology Year 2
The VCE VET Applied Fashion Design and Technology program enables
students to receive the Certificate II in Applied Fashion Design and
Technology and a statement of attainment for selected units of competency
from the Certificate III in Applied Fashion Design and Technology. These
nationally recognised qualifications are drawn from the LMT07 Textiles,
Clothing and Footwear Training Package and are issued by a Registered
Training Organisation (RTO).
VCE VET Applied Fashion Design and Technology will provide students with
basic design and development skills and knowledge to prepare for work in
the fashion industry. This program allows for creative expression to be
developed and displayed in the practical projects undertaken. Opportunities
will be provided to acquire and develop skills in sewing, design processes,
working with patterns, applying quality standards and interpreting basic
sketches. Units 3 and 4 of the program include identifying fibres and fabrics,
fabric performance and handling, garment repairs, alterations, basic
patternmaking principles, preparing and marketing design concepts.
This subject will contribute towards a student’s final ATAR.
Career Opportunities
Some typical fields of practice and possible future career options which
studies in Visual Communication can lead to include: graphic design,
advertising, marketing, cartography, illustration, package design,
advertising, exhibition and display design, business graphics, architectural
design, drafting, interior design, landscape design, engineering design and
drafting, industrial design, furniture design, fashion design, technical
illustration.
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VCE VET Building & Construction Year 2
This course is designed to provide entry-level training for students who wish
to pursue employment and career opportunities within the building and
construction industry. Students learn the skills and knowledge in building,
including working safely within the construction industry, preparing work in
the construction industry and using power tools. This program is delivered
onsite, where an emphasis is placed on providing hands-on, practical
training wherever possible.
The VCE VET Building and Construction program aims to:
●
provide participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve
competencies that will enhance their employment prospects in the building
and construction or related industries
●
enable participants to gain a recognised credential and to make an
informed choice of vocation or career path.
Please note you must have studied Building and Construction in Year 10 to
continue with this subject.
This subject will contribute towards a student’s final ATAR.
Students will be expected to purchase the full work wear uniform to follow
this course. The school fluorescent work polo and jumper are available from
the College. The trousers or shorts should be work wear style and strength.
The boots need to be safety rated protective boots.
Career Opportunities
Some typical fields of practice and possible future career options which
studies in Visual Communication can lead to include: Graphic Design,
Advertising, Marketing, Cartography, Illustration, Package Design,
Advertising, Exhibition and Display Design, Business Graphics, Architectural
Design, Drafting, Interior Design, Landscape Design, Engineering Design
and Drafting, Industrial Design, Furniture Design, Fashion Design, Technical
Illustration.
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VCE VET Music Year 1
Certificate III in Music provides
students with the opportunity to
apply a broad range of knowledge
and skills in varied work contexts in
the music industry. Depending on
the electives chosen, Units 1 and 2
include making a music demo,
composing simple songs or musical
pieces
and
preparing
for
performances. Units 3 and 4 offer
scored assessment and include
units
such
as
developing
improvisation
skills,
applying
knowledge of genre to music making

and performing music as part of a
group or as a soloist.
This subject will contribute towards
a student’s final ATAR.
Career Opportunities
Some typical fields of practice and
possible future career options such
as Composer, Film Music Editor,
Recording Engineer, Instrumental
Teaching, professional Musician,
Music Therapist or Music Classroom
Teacher.
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VCE VET Sport & Recreation (Cert 3)
The VCE VET Sport and Recreation program is drawn from the SIS Sport,
Fitness and Recreation Training Package and provides students with the
opportunity to acquire and develop the skills, knowledge and confidence to
work in the areas of sport and outdoor recreation. Leadership, organisational
and specialist activity skills will be developed through the units of
competency undertaken in the selected program.
This subject will contribute towards a student’s final ATAR.
Career Opportunities
Some typical fields of practice and possible future career options such as:
• Coach
• Sports and Fitness Coach
• Activity Program Coordinator
• Sports Administrator

VCE VET Information, Digital Media &
Technology Year 2
The VCE VET Information, Digital Media and Technology program provides
students with the opportunity to acquire and develop the skills, knowledge
and confidence to work in the areas of information technology in a range of
industry areas. Organisational and specialist activity skills in addition to some
leadership skills will be developed through the units of competency
undertaken in Units 1 to 4 of the selected program.
This subject will contribute towards a student’s final ATAR.
Career Opportunities
Some typical fields of practice and possible future career options such as:
• Support Games Developer or Mobile Games Programmer
• Games Designer
• Games Developer
• Website Developer
• System Designer
• Assistant Software Developer
• Programmer
• Website Coordinator
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The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning
(VCAL) at Mary MacKillop College
You are about to undertake your final years at Mary MacKillop College and
as senior students you will play a very important role in the life of the College.
You will be in a position to provide leadership to the more junior students
both on and off campus. They will look to you for example, encouragement
and advice. Hence your approach to life as a VCAL student must be positive,
well considered and in keeping with your career and further education
aspirations.
In 2022 we are encouraging all VCAL students to embrace the challenge of
not only pathway success but also in being leaders and role models for the
College cohort.
All VCAL students have the capacity to show leadership. In any capacity,
both formal and informal, they have the opportunity to have a positive impact
on not only other students and the College in general but on themselves. We
are challenging the VCAL students to participate and integrate with College
life and understand that VCAL is about career pathways, but also carries the
responsibilities of leadership.
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a hands-on option,
which provides practical work-related experience, as well as literacy and
numeracy skills and the opportunity to build personal skills that are important
for life and work. The Year 11 and 12 VCAL program has a vocational
emphasis. It is an applied learning approach to senior studies. It offers a
pathway into employment, traineeships or apprenticeships. In VCAL
students connect with their communities and gain real life experiences. Real
life tasks are used to achieve learning outcomes from a number of the VCAL
strands. Learning is at times integrated across a number of subjects. In
VCAL knowledge is shared and teachers recognise the knowledge learners
bring to the learning environment.
VCAL is not for all students. It is for those that want to work towards an
apprenticeship, traineeship, school based apprenticeship or tertiary
qualification. It is for students who are highly motivated, industrious and have
initiative. Students need to be hardworking in classes and demonstrate that
they can work independently. VCAL is for students that are working to the
best of their ability.
The College looks forward to working with the VCAL students in 2022 as they
pursue success and all its rewards.
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The VCAL Program
VCAL is not designed for all students; it is a specific program that may be
undertaken only by application to the VET Coordinator.
The program is designed around Applied Learning where VCE is structured
around theoretical practice of studies. VCAL is designed to be based upon
the foundation of competent skills and application, this does not mean that
VCAL is any less of an academic challenge to students, it requires a specific
skill set and students must meet very strict criteria to be assessed as
competent in the learning outcomes.
The principles behind VCAL require a negotiated curriculum, where teachers
and students engage in a dialogue about their curriculum. Student will attend
school each day for lessons and have access to some VCE subjects if they
wish to select these.

VET (Vocational Education and Training)
Currently there are a number of options available for students to progress
through an applied learning pathways at Mary MacKillop College. Students
may select to participate in VET (Vocational Education and Training)
courses either on or off site.
TAFE/VET Vocational Education and Training (VET) enables a secondary
student to combine education with training to provide occupational or workrelated knowledge and skills. It prepares students to the standard expected
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from employers and industry. Student’s also receive a Certificate
acknowledging completion of a nationally recognised training course.
VCE VET programs are vocational training programs approved by the
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). VCE VET
programs lead to nationally recognised qualifications, thereby offering
students the opportunity to gain both the VCE and a nationally recognised
Vocational Education and Training (VET) certificate.
Any student completing studies at the Senior School level can complete a
VET course. Students who complete a VET course will receive credit
equivalent to VCE units toward either their VCE or VCAL qualifications.
In addition, students who successfully complete a VET certificate course
will have both VCE/VCAL credits, and a nationally recognized qualification.
VET at MMCRC
The Vocational Education and Training certificates that are currently offered
at Mary MacKillop
•
•
•
•
•

Certificate II Building and Construction
Certificate II Applied Fashion & Design
Certificate III Information, Digital Media & Technology
Certificate III Sport & Recreation
Certificate III Music

VET at SGTSA
The South Gippsland Trade Skills Alliance is a partnership of schools and
Registered Training Organisations which offer students access to VET
programs.
VET is designed to expand opportunities and pathways for senior students
to improve post compulsory educational outcomes as well as address the
employment needs of industry in Victoria.
The Vocational Education and Training certificates that are currently offered
at South Gippsland Trade Skills Alliance (SGTSA)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Electrotechnology – run by AGA in Korumburra.
Plumbing – run by AGA in Korumburra.
Automotive Studies – run by TAFE Gippsland in Leongatha.
Agriculture – run by TAFE Gippsland in Leongatha.
Horticulture – run by Community College Gippsland in Leongatha.
Integrated Technologies - run by TAFE Gippsland in Leongatha
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If a student wishes to study a VET course run under the South Gippsland
Trade Skills Alliance, there is a processing fee of $450 that is charged per
student to each member of the alliance.
Other VET Programs in South Gippsland/Bass Coast
There are currently several other ‘Off-Site” VET programs run through Bass
Coast and South Gippsland. These are at times subject to numbers and are
delivered at different locations in the region, however are not part of the
SGTSA. These are:
Course
Certificate III in Allied Health
Certificate II in Animal Studies
Certificate II in Beauty Services
Certificate II in Hospitality (Front of House)
Certificate II in Kitchen Operations
(Cookery)
Certificate III in Early Childhood Education
Certificate II in Engineering Studies
Certificate II in Community Services
Certificate II in Racing Stable hand

RTO – Provider
TAFE Gippsland - Leongatha
TAFE Gippsland - Leongatha
TAFE Gippsland - Leongatha
TAFE Gippsland - Leongatha
TAFE Gippsland - Leongatha
TAFE Gippsland - Leongatha
TAFE Gippsland - Leongatha
Community College Gippsland
Community College Gippsland

Parents are expected to pay $500 toward the cost of these TAFE/VET fees;
the school covers the remainder of the cost (it costs approximately $2500
for a VET course). If students are removed from the course or do not
complete the course for any reason parents are liable for the full cost of the
course.
Students wishing to pursue these options will be required to contact Deputy
Principal – Learning & Teaching to investigate the viability and individual
program.
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Student Programs
Work Related Skills (WRS)
School based projects focusing on enterprise, teamwork, communication,
resume writing, job applications, researching industry areas, OH&S etc. This
unit includes structured work placements.
Please note: Students are responsible for their own work placements.
literacy and numeracy skills and the opportunity to build personal skills that
are important for life and work.

Personal Development Skills (PDS)
This subject builds on competencies developing the knowledge and skills
that leads to the development of self, social responsibility, building
community, civic responsibility and improving self-confidence.

Literacy & Numeracy Skills (LNS)
Literacy Skills curriculum encourages the development of knowledge/skills,
in the contexts of family, employment, further learning and community.
Numeracy Skills curriculum develops skills to use mathematical skills within
society related to design, measuring, time, travel etc.

Religion
This subject looks at practical aspects of Religion to everyday life. Students
work to developing their faith into real life applications of their life and
practical applications of issues around refugees, social justice and
community.
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VCAL Assessment
School-Based Assessment
For satisfactory completion of a unit, a student must demonstrate
achievement of each of the outcomes as specified in the Unit of Competency.
The teacher of the unit makes decisions as to what constitutes “competency.”
As school-assessed coursework forms part of the on-going learning,
feedback will be provided to students on the work being assessed. Students
are advised to retain all coursework until end of the school year in case the
Victorian Curriculum & Assessment Authority wishes to examine the
material.
Achievement of an outcome means:
• The work meets the required standard
• The work was submitted on time
• The work is clearly the student’s own
• There has been no breach of rules
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Satisfactory Completion of VCAL Studies
Assessment within the VCAL should be based on the following principles:
• Assessment tasks/activities should be grounded in a relevant context
and not be culturally biased.
• Students should have the opportunity to demonstrate achievement at
their own pace.
• Instructions for assessment tasks/activities should be clear and
explicit. Students must know what is expected and the criteria by which
satisfactory completion will be established.
• Time allowed to complete a task should be reasonable and specified
and should allow for preparation and reflection as appropriate to the
activity. Where the assessment task is linked to a project or activity,
the assessment tasks/activities may take place over a number of
weeks.
• Assessment tasks/activities should be open-ended and flexible to meet
the specific needs of students
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What must students do to receive a VCAL
qualification?
A student is awarded a Certificate when they gain credits for 10 units that
fulfil the minimum requirements for a student’s learning program. A credit is
gained for successful completion of a unit of study. A unit of study can be:
• 1 VCAL unit
• 1 VCE unit
• 90 hours for VET modules/units of competence and/or Further
Education (FE) modules.
Each unit of study must be justified against the purpose statement for one of
the four VCAL curriculum strands.
A student’s VCAL learning program must include:
• a minimum of two VCAL units
• at least one literacy unit*
• at least one numeracy unit
• at least one unit from the Industry Specific Skills strand. At the
intermediate and Senior levels this must include a unit of study from a
VET qualification
• at least one unit from the Work Related Skills strand
• at least one unit from the Personal Development Skills strand
• at least six credits at the level or above, of which one must be literacy
and one VCAL Personal Development Skills unit.
*If a student is enrolled in a VCAL literacy unit to fulfil the Literacy Skills
strand requirement, the student must complete the VCAL Literacy – Reading
and Writing unit at the certificate award level.
For satisfactory completion of a unit, a student must demonstrate
achievement of each of the outcomes for that unit as specified in the Study
Design. This decision will be based on the teacher’s judgment of the
student’s performance on assessment tasks designated for the unit. The
College has developed a number of policies to enable these judgments to be
made as consistently and fairly as possible. A summary of these policies
follows. Students and parents should become very familiar with them.
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Submission of work
Deadlines and late submission of work
A VCAL Student has the sole responsibility of ensuring all of their pieces of
assessment are given to their class teacher on time. A VCAL Student must be able
to organise and manage their time effectively.
If a student is absent on the due date, they must make every effort to ensure the
work is delivered to the teacher on the day they return to the College. Otherwise,
the work must be submitted to subject teacher accompanied by a note from the
parents explaining the absence and appropriate documentation.

Attendance
The School and VCAA requires regular attendance. Therefore: Students must be
in school throughout the hours of a normal school day.
Students are to attend all timetabled periods. In addition to VCAL classes this
includes all Homeroom sessions, Assemblies and scheduled subject activities.
Students are expected to attend TAFE and work placement.
Students are to be punctual to school and to class.
Appointments are expected to take place out of school hours. If this is not possible,
advance notice is required. Appointments for driving lessons and tests and other
such activities are not permitted during school hours.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What is a Learning Outcome?
For every subject there is a series of learning outcomes. These outcomes
state what you will be studying during the unit, and what you should be
able to do by the end of the semester. These are the things you will be
tested on, and they form the basis of your assessment; you must
satisfactorily complete them.
What does Competent mean?
This means that you have fulfilled the requirements for a particular
outcome. The teacher will set a number of tasks, and these must be
completed properly to demonstrate that you have achieved that outcome.
To achieve satisfactory completion of a unit, you must satisfactorily
complete every outcome in that unit of competency. The consequences
of failing to do this are serious. The unit cannot be counted towards your
VET or VCAL, and you may even find yourself having to repeat it,
especially if it is required for a university course you wish to enter. In
addition, you can be given a grade of “Not competent” – if you:
• hand the work in late or copy someone else’s work
• help someone else to cheat
• accept “undue assistance” for the work
• Breach the school’s attendance rules.
For further information, refer to the Policy of Satisfactory Completion of
VCAL Studies section of the Manual.
What is VET?
VET stands for Vocational Education and Training. It refers to enhanced
senior school studies, which enable a secondary student to combine their
VCAL studies with vocational training.
Where can I get more information about VCAL?
For general VCAL information consult the ET Coordinator. For subject
specific information, consult your subject teacher. Useful websites on
VCAL are www.vcaa.vic.edu.au.
What if my child wishes to study a VET through an external provider
and what is the cost?
If a student elects to study a VET subject that is not offered by the College
parents must pay the gap between the course cost and the funding the
College receives through VETIS. Enrolment for external VET courses will
not be completed until payment is made in full to the College. For further
information, please see the VET Coordinator. The present costs of
subjects studied through the trade skills centre is $450
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Subject Selection Checklist
Below is a form to assist students with subject selection. This may be
helpful for you to complete before you submit your preferences online.
Year 10: What did you
complete in 2021?
Religion
Youth Ministry

English
Mathematics
• Extension
• Advanced
• General
• Applied
Science
• Agriculture
• Biology
• Chemistry
• General
Science
• Physics
• Psychology

VCE
Year 11 - 2022
Unit 1 R&S
Youth Ministry
Unit 3&4 R&S*
(*counts as one
choice below)
English

VCE
Year 12 - 2023
Unit 2 R&S
Youth Ministry
Unit 3&4 R&S*
(*counts as one
choice below)
English

Humanities
• Geography
• History
• Law &
Finance
• Money &
Markets
• Industry &
Careers

Things to consider:
• Have you looked at the prerequisites for any University courses you
may be considering?
Yes/No
• Have you discussed with your parents?

Yes/No

• Have you spoken with teachers regarding your subjects?

Yes/No

• Have you logged on to complete your Web Preferences?

Yes/No
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